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Alliance4life Formalizes its Existence

Today, on 4™ October 2019, the founding members of the Alliance4Life gathered at Vilnius University
and signed the Memorandum of Understanding, which formalizes the alliance as a permanent
structure. The Alliance4life connects progressive life science institutions from Central and Eastern
Europe. The mission of the Alliance4lLife shall be to support and strengthen European research
excellence and the impact of scientific research on society, human health, and quality of life. The
signing of the memorandum is the crown jewel of Alliance4Life’s achievements during the past two
years of its existence. It symbolizes the partners’ commitment to make this alliance a long lasting
one, for the benefit of the members and the whole region.

The formal existence of the Alliance4life is in line with the current shift of the EU research policy
towards a more sensitive approach to research and innovation needs of the Central and Eastern
European countries. The Alliance4life’s voice has been heard also during the new Horizon Europe
negotiations, and surely will be listened to in the future. Alliance4Life intends to become a role
model for institutions in less performing regions and to serve as a hub of excellence, inspiring others.

The Alliance4life started two years ago as a project initiated by CEITEC Masaryk University with the
clear mission to help close the innovation gap. Benchmarking exercises served as a starting point for
development strategies for all seven focus groups — science evaluation, ethics and integrity, human
resources and mobility, grants and funding, core facilities, knowledge and technology transfer, and
science communication. The project enabled the members to gather for joint trainings and to
develop best practice inventory, representing an enormous value for the members. During this
meeting hosted by Vilnius University, all members confirmed that progress was made and a solid
strategy was developed to be implemented in the years to come!

Masaryk University (CEITEC — Central European Institute of Technology) CZ

St. Anne's University Hospital Brno (ICRC — International Clinical Research Center) CZ
Biomedical Research Center of the Slovak Academy of Sciences SK

Medical University of Lodz PL

University of Zagreb School of Medicine HR

University of Tartu EE

Vilnius University — Faculty of Medicine LT

Latvian Institute of Organic Synthesis LV

University of Ljubljana SI

SU Semmelweis University HU

o The project “Alliance for Life Sciences: Closing Research and Innovation Divide in
S the European Union” received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
Ho research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 779303.
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Alliance4Llife formalne potvrdzuje svoju existenciu

Dnes, 4. oktdbra 2019, sa zakladajuci €¢lenovia konzorcia Alliancedlife vratane Biomedicinskeho
centra SAV stretli na Univerzite vo Vilniuse a podpisali Memorandum o porozumeni, ktoré
formalizuje alianciu ako permanentnu Strukturu. Alliancedlife (t. j. aliancia pre Zivé vedy) spdja
progresivne institlcie pésobiace v oblasti Zivych vied zo strednej a vychodnej Eurdpy. Jej misia je
podporovat a posilfiovat excelentny vyskum sdopadom na spoloénost, zdravie akvalitu Zivota.
Podpis memoranda je ,korunnym klenotom” vysledkov Alliance4life dosiahnutych pocas dvoch
rokov jej existencie. Symbolizuje odhodlanost partnerov vytvorit z aliancie trvald hodnotu v prospech
jej ¢lenov a celého regidnu.

Formdlna existencia Alliance4lLife je v sulade so suicasnou zmenou vednej politiky Eurdpskej Unie
smerom k citlivejSiemu pristupu k potrebam vyskumu a inovacii v krajindch strednej a vychodnej
Eurdpy. Hlas Alliance4life zaznel aj pocas vyjednavani o novom programe Horizon Europe a istotne
bude pocuty aj v budicnosti. Allianced4life ma ambiciu slizit ako model pre institicie v menej
vykonnych regiénoch EU a ako centrum excelentnosti, ktoré in$piruje ostatnych.

Alliance4lLife vznikla pred dvoma rokmi ako projekt iniciovany Stredoeurdpskym technologickym
instititom (CEITEC) pri Masarykovej univerzite v Brne sjasnou misiou napomébct zmenseniu
vyskumnej a inovacnej priepasti prostrednictvom progresivneho institucionalneho manazmentu.
Porovnavacie analyzy vykonovych parametrov sluzZili ako Start na pripravu stratégii v siedmich
oblastiach zameranych na vedecku kvalitu, etiku aintegritu, ludské zdroje a mobilitu, granty
afinancnd podporu, kldc¢ovl infrastruktdru, transfer poznatkov a technolégii a komunikaciu
vedeckych vysledkov. Projekt umoznil ¢lenom konzorcia podielat sa na spolo¢nych tréningoch a
pripravit inventar dobrej praxe, ¢im vznikli hodnotné ainspirativne vystupy. Podas aktudlne
prebiehajuceho stretnutia, ktorého hostitefom je Univerzita vo Vilniuse, sa vsetci ¢lenovia konzorcia
zhodli na tom, Ze realizaciou projektu vznikli progresivne stratégie, ktoré mézu byt v nasledujicom
obdobi implementované do institucionalnej praxe.

Clenovia konzorcia Alliance4Life:

Masarykova univerzita v Brne (CEITEC — Stredoeurépsky technologicky institut) CZ

Univerzitnd nemocnica Sv. Anny v Brne (ICRC — Medzindrodné centrum klinického vyskumu) CZ
Biomedicinske centrum Slovenskej akadémie vied SK

Lekdarska Univerzita LodZ PL

Univerzita v Zahrebe, Lekarska fakulta HR

Univerzita v Tartu EE

Univerzita vo Vilniuse, Lekarska fakulta, LT

Lotyssky institut organickej syntézy LV

Univerzita v Lublane SL

Semmelweisova Univerzita HU

AN Projekt , Aliancia pre Zivé vedy: zmen3enie vyskumnej a inovalnej priepasti v
T Eurdpskej unii” ziskal podporu EU Programu Horizon 2020 v ramci grantovej zmluvy

¢. 779303.



